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President’s Message 
Joann Jazak 
By the time you receive this newsletter, the students of McHenry 
County will have already returned to school. I will be anticipating 
our monthly meetings starting on September 20. After a few 
months away it is always good to see familiar faces and catch up on 
everyone’s summer activities. This is also the time to REACH OUT 
and bring someone who has not shown up in a while, a new retiree, 
or an individual that has never come. Sometimes all it takes is for 
someone to call and invite a person to the meeting. This is the last 
chance to be entered into our REACH OUT jar for one of our prizes 
that will be given out at the meeting. 
Nominations are open at the September meeting for President, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. If this is something you 
are interested in please get in touch with one of the board 
members and let us know. Elections are held in October on odd 
number years.  (Continued on Page 3) 

See you September 20th !!!!!! 

September Program 
Beth Miller 
One of our own members will be speaking at our September 
luncheon. Bob Frenz will do a presentation on school houses in 
McHenry County.  Bob W. Frenz, M.A., earned a master’s degree in 
history from Northern Illinois University and taught at Huntley (IL) 
High School for thirty - five years. He is the author of Historic 
Country Schools of McHenry County, Il., (M.T. Pub. Co., 2008) and 
“Inquiring into Northwoods Country Schools,” Country School 
Journal (2013). Bob is a past president of the McHenry County 
Historical Society where he works as a volunteer archivist. Visit him 
at lakesideantiques@netzero.net. 
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2023 Meetings 
September 20—31 North 
October 18—JB Moose 
November 15—31 North 
December 13—MCC 

Upcoming Programs: 
 
Sept:  Bob Frenz 
           Historic Schoolhouses 
Oct:  Jerry Gudauskas 
          Bee Keeper 
Nov:  Annie Ballin 
           Cellist 
Dec:  Woodstock Carolers 

Suggestions for future venues 
or speakers are welcome.   
Please contact  Beth Miller 
millerfam80@sbcglobal.net 

Programs subject to change 
Doors open at 11:15 

MCHENRY COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
IRTA AREA 2, REGION 2, UNIT 13 

www.irtaonline.org | www.mcrta.org 

September Menu—$25 
Homemade Bread and Butter 
Signature 31 North Salad 
Beef Stroganoff 
Trio of vegetables 
Assorted Desserts 
Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea 

mailto:millerfam80@sbcglobal.net
https://mchenrycountyhistory.org/schools-mchenry-county
https://mchenrycountyhistory.org/schools-mchenry-county
mailto:lakesideantiques@netzero.net
http://www.mcrta.org
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BOARD MEMBERS 

Elected Members 
President:  Joann Jazak 
Vice President:  Linda Young 
Board Secretary:  April Shouse 
Unit Secretary:  Cathy Schiller 
Treasurer:  Dick Seaborn 

Appointed Members 
Membership:  Marlene Griffith 
Programs/Venues:  Beth Miller 
Scholarship:  Mary Noe 
Member Benefits:  Rose Turk 
Information:  Kathy Speaker 
Legislative:  Norb Wolter 
Public Relations:  Peggy Hart 
Nominations:  Olivia Santarelli 
Constitution:  Lois Shartiag 
Finance:  Olivia Santarelli 
History:  Robert Frenz 
Budget:  TBA 

Need to Cancel? 

Need to Cancel? 
If you cannot show the day of the 
meeting, call Linda Young at 
847-209-8047 We do need you to 
pay for your meal if you do not 
cancel with one weeks notice. 

Membership News 
Marlene Griffith and Linda Young  

In the middle of August, we sent an email to all of you about 
MEMBERSHIP DUES. This was an alphabetical list that informs 
you of the date that your dues elapse. If you paid LIFE DUES, you 
owe nothing. If you did not receive that email, let Marlene Griffith 
know so she can send it to you. Email:marlenegriffith@icloud.com

If your dues expire in 2023, we would appreciate it if you would 
pay them in the next couple of months. You can pay $10 for 2024; 
or $25 for 2024, 2025, and 2026; or $150 for LIFE dues. Make 
yourcheck payable to MCRTA, and send it to the following 
address:

MCRTA 
PO BOX 1776  
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60039

I will not be at the September meeting. If you wish to pay your 
dues then, please give them to VICE-PRESIDENT LINDA YOUNG.

Thank you to those of you who looked through the list, found 
names of members who are deceased, and informed me. Some of 
these people may have died some time ago, but I was unaware of 
thedeaths. They are listed below.

Al Banker Ralph Burnett Gaye Boland  
James Crabill Diane (Dee) DeWolfe Wayne Dye
Bill Leggee Ken Ludwig Ronald Marks
Ed McGuire Pat McCrystal Ethel McKay
Robin Rubenaker Ginny Shriver Harlow Swartout  
Carol VanderMeade John Van Horn Barbara Wardwell  
Norbert Zimmer

Why Join IRTA? 

As the voice of Illinois’s retired educators, the Illinois Retired Teachers 
Association (IRTA) defends pension and healthcare protection via its 
lobbying efforts, advocates for retirees, provides group rate dental and 
vision insurance among other benefits, and provides travel and 
entertainment options for its members. 

Reach us at: 
PO Box 1776 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039 
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President’s Message (continued) 
We are still looking for a placement for someone to help the three other individuals that collect our lunch 
money the day of the meeting. The job consists of arriving about 11 a.m. and finish checking everyone in by 
11:45. Our other three ladies will be glad to help you get started. Please let one of the board members 
know. 
Please refer back to the August newsletter about the response that Susan Goetz wrote about individuals 
or places to call if you are having difficulty with Aetna. All of us need to take these steps to make sure 
our insurance works in a timely fashion. The more complaints that are by individuals the sooner things 
could be improving. 
On another note, how many of you check your Medicare Summary Notice when it arrives every couple of 
months? Make sure you recognize the name of each doctor or provider. Are the services listed that you 
received? Did you pay the correct amount? On my husband’s last bill, a huge claim was put in for a place in 
Oklahoma, a medical center that Medicare paid the bill already. We were not even in that state, let alone 
used their services. Call the number listed on the form to make sure that Medicare is aware you did not 
receive this service. Report the fraud. This helps keep our cost down to Medicare. In the process of being on 
the phone with them, I learned that they are open seven days a week. 

Legislative Report 
Norbert Wolter 
Over the past two weeks, Governor Pritzker signed more than 200 bills and vetoed one – SB 1515, citing 
“irreconcilable drafting errors.” Pritzker has now signed more than 500 of the 566 bills lawmakers passed 
during the spring legislative session. The Governor still has a little over a week to take action on the 
remainder of bills on his desk. Currently, TRS funding has been increased for FY 23 and TRIP funding will be 
maintained at current levels  
Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias announced the creation of the “Skip-the-Line” program intended 
to improve customer service and wait times at DMVs. The program is currently scheduled to launch 
statewide Sept. 1, 2023. The Skip-The-Line Program will include the following: 
Appointment Scheduling — Customers will be required to make appointments for in-person visits at 44 of 
the busiest DMVs including all Chicago and suburban locations and some central and downstate DMVs for 
those seeking REAL ID, driver’s license and ID card services, and in-car driving tests. 
New Extended Hours of Operation — All DMVs will extend hours of operation, with 16 facilities open six days 
a week – Monday through Saturday. The Woodstock DMV will offer services Monday – Friday from 
7:30-5:00pm 

Election Information for MCRTA 
Olivia Santarelli 
Reminder:  Nominations for all offices may be made from the floor at the September meeting.  Persons 
nominated must have given consent to serve.  Offices to be elected are President, Vice President, Board 
Secretary, Unit Secretary, Treasurer.  Or just notify a board member and we will add your name to the ballot. 
IRTA Convention 
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Teacher Grants 
Peggy Hart 
Do you know teachers who need a way to fund unique activities for their students? The McHenry County 
Retired Teachers Association is working toward the future by offering grant money to Pre K -12 public 
school educators in McHenry County. 

How the Program Works 

Excellence in Education grants will provide additional funds, enabling students to participate in special 
projects. These enduring projects should impact students year after year. 

What Qualifies for an Excellence in Education Grant 

Suggested materials include, but are not limited to: 
 Trade Books to support specific projects or related curriculum 
 High interest books to support student reading 
 Manipulatives and interactive materials to support STEM 
 Reference books 
 Learning games 
 Digital cameras 
 Software 

Interested teachers can download an application at www.mcrta.org and submit between August 28 and 
November 30, 2023. Grants will be announced in January 2024. 

IRTA Convention 
As a board, we are looking ahead into the fall. The IRTA Convention will be held on October 16-17, 2023 at 
the Crowne Plaza in Springfield. Illinois. At this time we have 12 delegates going from our organization. 
McHenry County is allowed 41 delegates. If this is something you feel you would be interested in you can 
register and pay on line at https://www.irtaonline.org/association/convention-2023/.  Registration will be 
closing by September 15. 

You will find all the necessary links on this page—Registration, Agenda, Meals and Costs, and a Reservation 
Link if you would like to stay at the Crown Plaza.  You can also call the Crown Plaza to make your reservation 
if you prefer.  800.589.2769  The rate is $112 + tax and the rooms are being held until September 22. 

There is also a link to the proposed amendments to our constitution that will be voted upon by the 
delegates.  https://www.irtaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-Proposed-changes-with-
Rationales-final.pdf 
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Member Communications 
Kathy Speaker 

You didn’t get last month’s newsletter?  You deleted the email and would like to go back and see the 

newsletter?  Newsletter are linked on our web page so you can see any in the last year that you missed. 

Click the UNIT NEWS tab on the left. 

We keep saying “Notify a board member.”  Or “Ask a board member.”  How can you do that? 

You can reply to any mail chimp email that has been sent to you. You can reach us on our webpage 

www.mcrta.org (CONTACT US tab)   You can also email us at mchenryrta@gmail.com.  Finally you will 

see emails or phone numbers for some of our board members in the newsletter—membership, 

programs, etc. 

Member Benefits 
Rose Turk 

If you have not yet signed up for the AMBA discounts go to the MCRTA.org website. On the left side of 
the page click Units News. Here you will see all the newsletters for MCRTA. The August newsletter under 
the Member Benefits heading has a description of how to sign up for the AMBA discounts. Follow these 
directions so you can get to Passportcorporte.com. Then every time you want to see the discounts you  
can use the Passport Corporate website. 

There are 2 ways you can get to the Passport Corporate page once you have signed up. One way is to 
go to the MCRTA.org website. On the lefthand side scroll down to Links and click on it. On this page 
click the blue button that says “AMBA discounts and Passport”. This will take you to the Passport 
Corporate page for AMBA. 

The other way to get to the Passport Corporate website is to put Passportcorporate.com in for the 
address. This will take you to their page. Then put in your email address and it will take you to the AMBA 
Discounts. Take a look at all the discounts AMBA offers you: Dining, Travel, Tickets, Insurance, 
memberships, etc. There are so many discounts that AMBA offers IRTA members. 
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New Retirees Insurance Information 
Members who receive a retirement or disability benefit are eligible for TRIP insurance coverage. Members 
who receive a retirement benefit must have at least 8 years of service credit. Active and inactive members 
are not eligible. Benefit recipients who enroll in the Teachers’ Retirement Insurance Program (TRIP) receive 
health, prescription and behavioral health coverage. Dependent beneficiaries can be enrolled in the 
program at an additional cost and will have the same health plan as the benefit recipient. The monthly 
premium is based on the type of coverage selected and the permanent residence on file with TRS. Further 
information about MyBenefits Service Center is available at https://www.illinois.gov/cms/benefits/Teachers/
Pages/TRIPContactInformation.aspx. 

A Great Way to Help! 
How can the MCRTA help the Huntley H.S. Medical Academy? 

Renae St. Clair was the McHenry County Educator of the Year and came to our June meeting.  She started a 
Medical Academy a few years ago for Huntley High School.  She also is willing to help other high schools 
with their medical programs.  She has asked for our help in a couple of ways: 

• If you have any wheelchairs, crutches, walkers, or most any medical supplies like over the bed tables, 
patient lifts, gait belts...just about anything we can take them as a donation and use them in our classes to 
teach students how to work with patients.  We currently have a Physical Education class that teaches 
students how to teach patients physical therapy exercises and we need equipment for that class.  We also 
hope to start our own Certified Nursing Assistant class in the 2024-2025 school year and will need 
supplies for that.  You can email, text, or call me and I will pick it up at your house. 

• We need great educators (that's you) to serve as pretend patients for our students to work with.  I will pick 
one day in the fall and one day in the spring (exact dates to be determined) and I need volunteers that 
would be willing to come work with our students.  You would pretend that you have a shoulder injury, 
knee injury, or have trouble walking and need assistance.  We will tell you which injury we want you to 
"fake" and our students would have to use the skills they've learned to help you.  You would be needed 
from about 8am to 11am at Huntley High School.   

Contact me anytime. 

Renae St.Clair

Huntley High School Medical Academy

13719 Harmony Road

Huntley, IL 60142


Cell: 815-403-6614

Email: rstclair@district158.org
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AETNA Medicare Advantage 
Any individual who is on Aetna Medicare Advantage received a letter within the last week, that the State of 
Illinois is enrolling you in a new Aetna Medicare Advantage plan. You will not need to do anything to remain 
covered by the State of Illinois Aetna Medicare Advantage plan for 2024. 
In the next few weeks, you will be receiving in the mail about the coverage. As stated in the letter your 
benefits, provider network and customer service will not be affected by this change. However, you will 
receive a new Plan ID card to start using not till January 1, 2024. 
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MCRTA Membership Enrollment/Renewal 
DO YOU NEED TO RENEW FOR NEXT YEAR? 
DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND YOU WOULD LIKE TO INVITE TO JOIN? 

MCRTA Dues --- You have three choices: I choose to pay (CIRCLE ONE) 

1)  Annual dues, $10 for 2024  Annual Dues            $10   
2)  3-year dues, $25 for 2024-2026    3-Year Dues.            $25 
3)  LIFE membership for $150 LIFE membership. $150 

Name____________________________________________  
Address _______________________________________________  
City _______________________________________ State _________ Zip Code ________________ 
Email ___________________________________________________________  
Phone __________________________ 

WRITE CHECK PAYABLE TO MCRTA.   MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK TO 
MCRTA 
PO BOX 1776  
CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60039
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