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President’s Message 
Stephen Polep 
Summer is over and MCRTA is going back to work and holding 
meetings again. We also have members serving on IRTA boards. 
Linda Young is on the membership committee, Greg Johnson is on 
the finance committee, Herb Rangl is on the information services 
committee, Steve Polep is chairperson of the member benefits 
committee and on the IRTA Board of Directors, Lois Shartiag, 
Regional 2 Director is on the IRTA Board of Directors, Norb Wolter 
is on the legislative committee, and Deb Roti is on the member 
benefits committee. MCRTA is well represented at the state level. 

At the September meeting MCRTA will be honoring an individual 
as Teacher of the Year. Looking at the list above it is obvious that 
many members are worthy. The unit is one of the best in the state 
and continues to work for retired educators. Be proud to be a 
member of MCRTA. 

As Member benefits chair, I must also announce that AMBA has a 
new owner and will become better than it has been. New benefits 
will be announced soon. An exciting new feature will be a Passport 
application for your phone that will get you thousands of 
discounts. I will be going to the AMBA convention in Austin, Texas 
in November and will get more information.  

September Guest 
Jude La Francis 
Jim Bachman, IRTA 

Note:  Would the person who volunteered to speak on 
GOING GREEN, please contact Jude today! 
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2017 Meetings 

9/20 Holiday Inn 
 Jim Bachman 

10/18 D’Andrea’s 
 Jack Franks 

11/15 CL Country Club 
 TBA 

12/20 D’Andrea 
 Conservation District 
 County Health Dept 

Programs subject to change  
Meeting begins at 11:45 am  
Lunch begins at Noon 
Reservations due one week 
prior to meeting 

MCHENRY COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
IRTA AREA 2, REGION 2, UNIT 13 

www.irtaonline.org | www.mcrta.org 

September Menu 
Garden Salad 
Chicken Madiera  
Oven Roasted Red Potatoes  
Sauteed Mixed Vegetables  
Pumpkin Pie

http://www.mcrta.org
http://www.mcrta.org
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TODAY'S GRACE  

Bless our friends 
Bless our food 
Come O Lord and  
Bless Us. 
May our talk glow with peace,  
Bring your love to surround 
us.  
Friendship and Peace 
May they bloom and glow, 
bloom and grow forever.  
Bless our friends  
Bless our food  
Bless our dear land forever.  

Need to Cancel? 

If you cannot show the day of the 
meeting, call Steve Polep on his 
cell at 847-772-4162 and leave a 
message or text—even at the last 
minute. We do need you to pay 
for your meal if you do not cancel 

Membership News 
Marlene Griffith and Linda Young  
If you know a retired educator who does not belong to MCRTA, 
consider inviting that person to one of our meetings.  We are a group 
worth joining.  Although we are all retired, we support the youth in our 
county by providing school supplies to needy students; we contribute 
to Salvation Army’s backpack program; we give thousands of dollars to 
college freshmen through our scholarship program; and we provide 
grants to teachers in McHenry County.  We also have a wonderful group 
of speakers lined up for our lunch meetings this year.  We make a 
positive impact upon education and the young people of our 
county, and we provide our membership with informative programs 
and the chance to socialize with colleagues.  Please encourage new 
retirees and non-members to “try us out.” 

Membership has begun collecting dues for 2018.  If you did not receive 
a letter from us, you are probably a LIFE member, or you have paid 
three-year dues.  If you do owe dues, you have three choices: 

1) $10 for 2018 
2) $25 for 2018, 2019, 2020 
3) $150 for LIFE membership 

It really helps us when you pay your dues promptly.  We would rather 
not have to send reminders so PLEASE PAY NOW!  This saves us both 
time and money.   

You may pay your dues at the meetings by seeing Marlene or Linda at 
the Membership Table, or you can send them to this address:  MCRTA, 
PO BOX 1776, CRYSTAL LAKE 60039. 
Questions?  Email Marlene at membership@mcrta.org or call her at 
815.385.5764. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
   Ellen Breen, Harvard – Retired 2016 from Crystal Lake D47 

Debbie Holliday-Dolak, McHenry – Retired 2017 from McHenry D15 

DEATHS: 
George Hartung of Tucson, AZ; taught in Crystal Lake D47 
Bill Hutchinson of Woodstock; taught in McHenry D156 
Eddie Le Crone of Marengo 
Michael Palsgrove of Crystal Lake 
Jim Pearson of Ringwood; taught at Woodstock High School 
Willitt Pierce of Johnsburg 

Reach us at: 
PO Box 1776 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039 

membership@mcrta.org 
newsletter@mcrta.org

mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:membership@mcrta.org
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
Norb Wolter 
Over 1500 new $1.00 PAC Deduct members have been added 
statewide since our campaign started in early 2016.  If you have not yet 
done so, please authorize the deduction to help fund our political action efforts.  Forms 
are available on the IRTA website or may be obtained from Norb Wolter, chair of the 
Legislative Committee. 
SB 235 was held up in House Rules in the 99th GA.  Sen. Manar will be sponsoring the new 
legislation in the Senate.  The legislation will allow retirees to return to teaching for up to 
120 days without effecting pensions. 
Once new legislation is introduced in the General Assembly, positions will be sought from 
area legislators.  Their responses will be shared with our membership at a future meeting. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Greg Johnson 
The IRTA Finance Committee will meet October 5.  Should you have any questions 
concerning the state-level finance operation or  budget, contact Area 2 finance committee 
rep, Greg Johnson, at johnson5401@att.net.  The committee will review and discuss 
appropriate issues and either respond or place it on a future agenda.  Greg will provide 
updated feedback as necessary. 

The response rate for the IRTA Foundation label fundraising campaign is lagging behind 
the average participation from the last couple of years.  Your contribution is appreciated 
and put to good use by 1) helping education students with scholarship assistance, 2) 
supporting classroom teacher creativity and lesson development and 3) showing 
compassion for retired teachers in need when an economic crisis exists.  The Foundation 
Board monitors this program closely with the assistance of the Finance Committee. 
 Questions should be directed to Greg Johnson. 
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MEMBER BENEFITS 
Rose Turk   
Welcome to a new year with MCRTA! Whether you are a new retiree or a returning friend, 
we want you to be aware of the benefits, services, and discounts offered through the 
association to you as an IRTA member.  One of the benefits IRTA offers is discounted 
services from Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA).  Another benefit offered is 
products that IRTA has negotiated at rates for our membership.  

Some of the benefits that we can take advantage of through AMBA are: 
   Insurances:     Long term care, Life, Dental/Vision, Pet  
   Tax deferred annuity 
   Medical Air Services Association (MASA) 
   Orlando Employees discounts 
   American Hearing Benefits (AHB) 
   Apple and Dell discounts 
   Car rental discounts 
   LaQuinta discounts 
   Dining discounts 
   Flower discounts 

 Other benefits that are available to us as IRTA members: 
   AAA 
   CSIdentity Protector 
   Auto and home insurance through Liberty Mutual  
   Medipendant  
   Vacation By Rail 

If you have not already done so, go to Irtaonline.org and create a profile.  Once you are 
logged in go to the top of the page and select Member Benefits. Scroll down and see all 
the benefits IRTA has to offer.  To find out more information on any of the benefits, 
discounts, or services click on it. Take advantage of the many deals you have as a member 
of IRTA. 

Every month there will be a different benefit presented to you. Be looking for the Member 
Benefits report in the newsletter. 
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
Mary Noe 
Salvation Army School Back Pack Donations Update 
Just want you to place a BIG thank you to our MCRTA members for their excellent 
donations last spring totaling $1250 for the Salvation Army McHenry County backpack 
program.  The money was greatly appreciated. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
UNION – The McHenry County Historical Society is in urgent need of docents to portray 
one-room school teachers at the turn of the century. 
The 1895 West Harmony one-room school is available for a two-hour visit by McHenry 
County third- through fifth-graders. Students participate in a condensed 1900 school day 
complete with lessons in arithmetic, reading, penmanship, grammar, history, and games at 
recess. Times are 9 to 11 am, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays throughout the school year.  
The opportunity for students to learn in an original country school on the museum 
grounds is threatened by a lack of teacher volunteers – as a result of retirement or 
relocation. The good news is that we have an experienced teacher willing to show 
newcomers the ropes. A West Harmony training workshop is planned for 10 a.m. Friday, 
Sept. 8. Teaching experience is not a requirement; just a love of history and a desire to 
help expand young minds. 
Call 815-923-2267 or email kim@mchenrycountyhistory.org for more information or to 
register for this free opportunity. 
Established in 1963, our members, staff and volunteers have more than a 50-year track 
record rich in preservation and educational contributions to McHenry County. We create 
learning experiences and events. We focus on local culture, organizational and family 
history. We collect and care for notable artifacts. We participate in the activities of like-
minded organizations, throughout McHenry County.  
Now you can have a direct hand in that rewarding process. 
New volunteer teachers will receive a complimentary one-year historical Society 
membership, with all of its perks, plus the satisfaction of knowing you are making a 
difference in a tangible, fun way. 
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