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President’s Message 
Stephen Polep 

Retired teachers are fortunate that the Teacher 
Retirement System is paying us our monthly pensions. 
The system is working and the new state budget is fully 
funding the insurance. Through Voter Voice, we told our 
legislators that we needed their support. IRTA has been 
busy protecting us. 
I do not know when we will have a unit meeting but it 
will only happen when we can all be safe. Please stay 
safe. Hopefully, there will still be venues to hold a 
meeting when it is safe. 
If you need help or an answer to a question, please 
contact me. spolep@comcast.net or call. Phone number 
is on reservation notices 

September Guest 
Joann Jazak 
Local Candidates for Office 
We are hoping that we will have the opportunity for all of us to 
reunite in the coming months.  However, depending on which Phase 
Illinois is in will determine when we will be able to meet.  Steve 
Polep, will e-mail you if we are either cancelling our next meeting, or 
taking reservations for September Lunch.   
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2020 Meetings 
D’Andrea’s 
 June 20—Cancelled 
 September 16  
 October 21  
 November 18 

MCC 
 May 20—Cancelled 
 December 16 

Upcoming Programs: 

September:  Candidates 
October:  AMBA Benefits 
November:  Jim Bachman 
December:  TBD 

Programs subject to change  
Meeting begins at 11:45 am  
Lunch begins at Noon 
Reservations due one week 
prior to meeting.

MCHENRY COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
IRTA AREA 2, REGION 2, UNIT 13 

www.irtaonline.org | www.mcrta.org 

September Menu 

Mostaccioli w/Marinara and  
   Meatballs 
Vegetarian Pasta  
Caesar Salad 
Sherbert 
Rolls  

mailto:spolep@comcast.net
http://www.mcrta.org
http://www.mcrta.org
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TODAY'S GRACE  

Bless our friends 
Bless our food 
Come O Lord and  
Bless Us. 
May our talk glow with peace,  
Bring your love to surround 
us.  
Friendship and Peace 
May they bloom and glow, 
bloom and grow forever.  
Bless our friends  
Bless our food  
Bless our dear land forever.  

Need to Cancel? 

If you cannot show the day of the 
meeting, call Steve Polep on his 
cell at 847-772-4162 and leave a 
message or text—even at the last 
minute. We do need you to pay 
for your meal if you do not cancel 
in time as the unit has to pay the 
venue.  Thank you. 

Membership News 
Marlene Griffith and Linda Young  

Hello Members!  What an unexpected turn life has taken for all of us.  It 
reminds me of this adage:  Man plans and God laughs.  Your MCRTA 
Board planned to have lunch meetings and informative speakers and 
new members just as we have done for decades, but that is not to be in 
our immediate future.  Because our plans have been disrupted this year, 
the Board has decided that we are going to waive MCRTA 
membership dues for one year.  If your dues would lapse at the end of 
2020, they now will lapse at the end of 2021; if your dues would lapse at 
the end of 2021, they now will lapse at the end of 2022, etc.  NOTE: This 
will NOT affect your IRTA dues.   

If you have any questions, please contact Marlene at 
marlenegriffith@icloud.com or call/text her at 815.385.3533. 

As always, I am trying to encourage non-members, especially new 
retirees, to join us. 
YOU CAN HELP US TO REMAIN A STRONG AND VITAL GROUP BY 
ENCOURAGING RETIRED EDUCATORS TO JOIN OUR LOCAL 
ORGANIZATION (MCRTA) AND OUR STATE ORGANIZATION (IRTA). 

NEW MEMBERS: 
Sharon Ellicson, McHenry 
Maureen Kilhoffer, Crystal Lake – Retired from CL D47 
Brian Meyers, Crystal Lake 

DEATHS: 
Beulah Allayaud, Godfrey, IL – Retired in 1981 
Hazel Buehler, St. Louis, MO  
Rose Hellstern, Woodstock  
William Johnson, Crystal Lake 
Joyce Kyle, McHenry – D15 McHenry, Retired 2002 
William Moylan, Elgin – D 155, Retired 2002 
Lloyd Mueller, Crystal Lake – D47, Crystal Lake, Retired 1990 
Warren Pietsch, Woodstock – Retired in 1986 
Elaine Shaw, Crystal Lake 
Mary Alice Williston, Crystal Lake – Retired 1994 

Reach us at: 
PO Box 1776 
Crystal Lake, IL 60039 

mailto:marlenegriffith@icloud.com
mailto:marlenegriffith@icloud.com
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Member Benefits 
Rose Turk 
As a member of IRTA we want you to remember that you have benefits offered through the 

Association. One of the benefits IRTA offers is discounted services from Association 
Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA).  Another benefit offered is products that IRTA has 

negotiated at special rates for our membership.  
Some of the benefits that you can take advantage of are: 
Insurances:  Long term care, Live, Dental/Vision, Liberty Mutual home and auto, Pet  
Tax deferred annuity  
Medical Air Services Association (MASA)  
American Hearing Benefits (AHB)  
Apple and Dell discounts  
Car rental discounts  
Dining discounts 
Medipendant 
Vacation discounts through:  Globus, Vacation by Rail, Orlando Employee Discounts 

Go to the IRTA website irtaonline.org and look at all the benefits that are offered to you.  At 
the top of the page go to Members Only and click it. Create a profile if you do not have 

one already. Once you are logged in at the left side of the page select Membership 

Benefits. Scroll down to see all the benefits.  To find out more information on any of the 

benefits, discounts, or services click on it. Take advantage of the many deals you have as a 
member of IRTA. 

Excellence in Education 
Peggy Hart 
Cathy Cartland, teacher at Jefferson Elementary in Harvard, reports 
that the complete collection of Beatrix Potter books (Spanish and 
English) that were purchased with the Excellence in Education award 
stimulated a writing contest with her 4-5th graders. In spite of being 
thrust into e-learning, several students submitted stories in both 
Spanish and English and a winner was selected.   

The photo shows the bulletin board Cathy created to promote the 
Beatrix Potter writing contest.  
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Scholarship Winners 
Mary Noe—Scholarship Chair 

Congratulations to our McHenry County Retired Teachers Association  
2020 Scholarship Winners! 

What a way for our teachers and students to end this school year! As retired educators, we know 
that they deserve our great appreciation and respect for being able to format their instruction to e-
learning! Fortunately our scholarship applications were received prior to our pandemic shutdown of 
all schools. The selection process had to be tweaked a bit due to our shelter-in-place directive. A 
big thank you to the selection committee members: Peggy Hart, Cathy Schiller, and April Shouse. 
Please get to know a little bit about them through quotes from their impressive applications. 

Madison Buchanan is a graduate of Johnsburg High School. She is planning to attend UW-
Whitewater with an Elementary Education major and a Special Education minor. “As I pursue an 
education in teaching, my main goal is to make an impact on my students, school, and community. I 
will be a positive role model to students inside and outside the classroom, a mentor for students in 
need, and an advocate for the students through any struggles they may endure. My outlook on 
education is that it is one of the most impactful and inspirational careers in this world.” 

Abigail Enck is a graduate of Crystal Lake South High School. She is receiving a Marcia Wright 
Memorial Scholarship. Her plans are to major in Secondary Special Education at Carroll University 
(WI). “My goal is to help my students become the best that they can be while obtaining skills that 
will allow them to thrive beyond high school into the real world. Additionally, I want to integrate my 
students as much as possible. If we can have more integrated classes, there will be more 
acceptance, kindness, development, positivity, and respect.” 

Makayla Huff, a graduate of Johnsburg High School, is planning to attend Illinois State University 
with a major in Elementary Education. “When I possess a classroom of my own, I aspire to create an 
environment that always emotionally engages all the students. I want to make learning enjoyable 
while teaching the required criteria. I have always been passionate about trying to reach out to each 
and every kid individually so they have a comfortable learning environment that is best for them. 
The education profession also amazes me with how much they are continuing learning and 
incorporating new trends.” 

Anna Karcz, a McHenry East High School graduate, is receiving a Marcia Wright Memorial 
Scholarship. Her plans are to major in Elementary Education at North Central College (IL). “In my 
professional career, I know that I will need to use my persistence and determination to achieve my 
goals. Teachers are hardworking individuals, and as a teacher, I will develop my skills personally and 
professionally. In the classroom, one of my goals is to encourage students that they all have 
growing, malleable minds. When they believe in themselves, as I believe in them, they will be 
capable of accomplishing far more than they originally thought they could. 
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Since last year exhausted the funding of two memorial scholarships (D200 Ronan and D156 
Swanson), we only had funds to select four recipients this year. We are so pleased to recognize our 
four 2020 MCRTA scholarship winners who were mailed their certificates and some recognized at 
special virtual high school ceremonies. They were outstanding high school students and we wish 
them continued success on their route to becoming future educators. They will be receiving their 
$1500 scholarship checks after their first semester of college. 

Legislative Report 
Norb Wolter 
IRTA has hired a new Legislative Affairs Coordinator.  Her name is Courtney Hayes and she 
is busy this week with the legislature reconvening to consider issues including the budget 
and the proposed constitutional amendment to adopt a progressive income tax structure, 
which requires pro and con statements to be adopted by the legislature.   

Aided by Voter Voice, the IRTA lobbying efforts prevailed and the proposed budget now 
includes the continuing appropriation for members’ health insurance.  The state currently 
pays about 24% of retirees’ health insurance premiums.  The original budget submission by 
the Governor’s office did not include this appropriation. 

If you are concerned about voting this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, voting by mail is 
an option for voters to cast their ballot prior to Election Day, November 3, 2020. Voters in 
Illinois can request a vote by mail ballot through the mail or in person.  Forms will be 
available through the County Clerk’s Office; forms will also be available online as of 
8/5/2020. 

The first day to file an application for a vote by mail ballot with the election authority is 
8/5/2020.  All requests by mail must be received by the election authority by 10/29/2020.  
All in person early voting requests must be made by 11/2/2020. 
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