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President’s Message 
Stephen Polep 
•Senator Dan McConchie held a meeting at the Cary 
Village Hall. He seemed to understand some of the 
retired teacher’s issues. He knew that we don’t get Social 
Security and we need our pensions. I was happy that he 
replaced our former senator because he is at least 
willing to listen and return email questions. He is in favor 
of consolidating school districts and replacing property 
tax with other sources of revenue. The meeting was 
worth attending. 
•Please read the legislative reports I email to you. It is 
the best way to keep updated. Mary Shaw from IRTA 
writes a great summary.  

•Enjoy the summer and come back for meetings 
starting in September. 

June Guest 
Jude La Francis 
Mike McCann, Irish Storyteller 
MCRTA Scholarship Winners 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2017 Meetings 
6/21 CL Country Club 
 Irish Storyteller 

9/20 Holiday Inn 
 Jim Bachman 

10/18 D’Andrea’s 
 Jack Franks 

11/15 CL Country Club 
 TBA 

12/20 D’Andrea 
 Conservation District 
 County Health Dept 

Programs subject to change  
Meeting begins at 11:45 am  
Lunch begins at Noon 
Reservations due one week 
prior to meeting 

If you have any other news to 
share, please email the 
newsletter address. 

MCHENRY COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
IRTA AREA 2, REGION 2, UNIT 13 

www.irtaonline.org | www.mcrta.org 

June Menu 

House Salad 
Roasted Turkey 
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 
Stuffing 
Vanilla Gelato with Chocolate Sauce

http://www.mcrta.org
http://www.mcrta.org
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TODAY'S GRACE  

Bless our friends 
Bless our food 
Come O Lord and  
Bless Us. 
May our talk glow with peace,  
Bring your love to surround 
us.  
Friendship and Peace 
May they bloom and glow, 
bloom and grow forever.  
Bless our friends  
Bless our food  
Bless our dear land forever.  

Need to Cancel? 

If you cannot show the day of the 
meeting, call Steve Polep on his 
cell at 847-772-4162 and leave a 
message or text—even at the last 
minute. We do need you to pay 
for your meal if you do not cancel 

Membership News 
Marlene Griffith and Linda Young  

WELCOME to new member: 
JoAnn Wright of Crystal Lake, taught in D47 

It is becoming more and more difficult to obtain the 
names and addresses of new retirees.  If you know of 
anyone retiring, please pass this information on to 
Marlene or Linda on the Membership Committee.   

You can also invite that person to one of our meetings.  If 
he/she joins our organization, we will give you a coupon for 
a free lunch at a future meeting. (NOTE:  This does not 
apply to people who have been members and have let 
their dues lapse.)  See Linda Young or Marlene Griffith at 
the Membership Table. 

YOU CAN HELP US TO REMAIN A STRONG AND VITAL 
GROUP BY ENCOURAGING RETIRED EDUCATORS TO 
JOIN OUR LOCAL ORGANIZATION (MCRTA) AND OUR 
STATE ORGANIZATION (IRTA). 

Questions?  Email Marlene at membership@mcrta.org or 
call her at 815.385.5764. 

DEATHS: 
Carol Radkiewicz, Hebron, taught at Proviso HS 
Janet Vierke, Richmond, taught at Edgebrook School in 
McHenry 

  
 

Contact us:   PO Box 1776 
  Crystal Lake, IL 60039 

  membership@mcrta.org 
  newsletter@mcrta.org 

The board could really use 
someone to take over emailing 
the meeting notices and taking 
the reservations.  It’s not a hard 
job; it just takes a little time 
each month.  Contact Steve if 
you are interested.

mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:newsletter@mcrta.org
mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:membership@mcrta.org
mailto:newsletter@mcrta.org
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
Norb Wolter 
The budget stalemate continues as of early June.  Senate Democrats 
have passed all of the components Governor Rauner stated that he 
required to approve a budget for the state, but the legislation has not 
been acted on in the House of Representatives.  We are waiting to see if Madigan will 
bring forth the Senate’s budget package.  Legislative rules require that any legislation 
approved after May 31 requires a 3/5 majority; 71 votes in the House and 35 in the 
Senate, making budgetary approval even more difficult.  If passed, the Senate package 
would include a tax increase and a freeze on property taxes for 2 years.  In addition there 
is a proviso for Workers Compensation Reform, which was demanded by the Governor. 

The reworked Senate version of the budget no longer cuts the continuing appropriation 
for TRIP and fully funds both TRIP and TRS.  IRTA watchfulness helped to defeat legislation 
that would have reduced funding in these very important areas for our membership.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Are you looking for a fun way to volunteer while helping support special needs children 
and young adults? GiGi’s Playhouse McHenry County (supporting youngsters with Downs 
Syndrome) is looking for help this summer with their bingo fundraiser, which is their prime 
money-raising project. The bingo enthusiasts meet at the McHenry VFW every Wednesday 
afternoon. You can volunteer for one Wednesday a month or sign up for multiple days. 
The volunteer jobs include: 
Bingo Sellers--selling bingo cards. Cash handling will be involved and communication 
with customers. Shift: 10:30 am to noon 
Bingo Call Backs--Calling back the BINGO letters and numbers when someone has won. 
Using a microphone and talking in front of a crowd. Shift: 11:30 am to 3:00 pm 
Bingo Callers--Calling out the Bingo letters/numbers to the crowd. One must be 
comfortable talking in front of a crowd on a microphone. Using a computerized system to 
keep track of bingo letter/numbers. Shift 11:30 am to 3:00 pm. Training provided. 
Call Jill Marthaler at 847-736-3127 if you are interested or have questions. Please mention 
that you are a member of the McHenry County Retired Teachers Association. 
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
Mary Noe 
Salvation Army School Back Pack Donations Update 
You have been so generous!  We collected $736 last month on our way to beating last 
year’s goal of $1000!  We can do that today!  Thanks for helping our needy McHenry 
County students get a good start to the 2017-18 school year. 

Congratulations to our McHenry County Retired Teachers Association 
2017 Scholarship Winners! 
We are so pleased to recognize our seven 2017 MCRTA scholarship 
winners. They were outstanding high school students and we wish them 
continued success on their route to becoming future educators.  They will 
be receiving their scholarship check after their first semester of college. 

Rebecca Alvarez is a graduate of Crystal Lake Central High School.  She is receiving our 
first Marcia Wright Memorial Scholarship to attend Iowa State University with majors in 
Elementary and Special Education 
John Anderlik, a McHenry East High School graduate, is receiving a Frank Leo Rosanova 
Memorial Scholarship.  His plans are to major in Middle School Education at Illinois State 
University. 
Brittany Huellen is a graduate of Prairie Ridge High School.  She is receiving our first 
Marcia Wright Memorial Scholarship.  Her plans are to major in Special Education-Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing at Illinois State University. 
Allyson Kamrat is a graduate of McHenry East High School.  She is planning to attend the 
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign with Secondary Education majors in Political 
Science and English. 
Rebecca Kendeigh is a Cary Grove High School graduate.  Her plans are to major in 
Elementary Education at the University of Iowa. 
Alexandria Muschong, a graduate of Woodstock High School, is receiving the Sally 
Ronan Memorial Scholarship.  She is planning to attend McKendree University with a 
major in Special Education.  
Justin Wilcox, a graduate of Harvard High School, is planning to attend Ashland 
University (Ohio) with a Secondary Education major in History. 
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MEMBER BENEFITS 
Rose Turk   
Finally, summer is upon us! Are you planning to go on a vacation and relax? Illinois Retired 
Teachers’ Association is teamed up with Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA) to 
make member only benefits available to our association. Here are some benefits you can 
use to save money on your vacation. 

If you are looking for a hotel room this summer, IRTA through AMBA offers members 
discounts on hotels. As an IRTA member you can save between 15-20% on hotel 
reservations at thousands of destinations for La Quinta Inns and Suites. Discounts for 
members also apply for car rentals. The top 3 car rental agencies (Avis, Budget, and Hertz) 
will give members up to a 25% discount on the rentals of cars, vans, and SUV’s that are 
available at airports or neighborhood locations. 800 phone numbers and codes are 
available on the link from IRTA for the hotel chain and rental car companies. 

AMBA and Restaurant.com have teamed together to offer members exclusive dining 
discount cards for use on Restaurant.com. First buy your discounted gift certificates from 
www.myAMBAdining.com and you will receive an email with a voucher in 24 hours. Then 
go to www.dine.restaurant.com to use your voucher for dining deals. 

To find out more about these deals go to irtaonline.org and log in. On the top of the page 
select MEMBERS BENEFITS. Then scroll down to Available Endorsed Benefits and look for 
LaQuinta Inns, Rental Cars, or myAMBAdining.com. Click on any one. It will take you 
further down the page and then click here. This will take you to the AMBA page. (It may 
ask you to register. Do so.) Click on the Travel or Dining icon on the left side of the page 
and you will see information on hotels, car rentals, or dining discounts. Here you will find 
phone numbers and codes to use for your discounts on hotels, car rentals, or dining 
discount cards. 
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